
Prior to the start of the service,  
we invite silence, prayer and preparation. 

 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off 
and those who are near.  This week we pray for: 
 
France, Germany, Monaco; The Church of the Province of Central Africa; St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, Fairfield; St. James’, 
Farmington; All parish-based mission partnerships; ECCT-wide mission partnership networks; the Companions in MissionNetwork. 
 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health:  comfort and heal those who suffer in mind, body or spirit, and give your power of 
healing to those who minister to their needs.  Grant that they may be strengthened and have confidence in your loving care.  
This week we pray for:   
Sabin Streeter, Keath, Kristi, Hannah Fiske, Blair, families of the victims of COVID-19, Eleanor Robinson, Woody Anderson, Ashley, Burt 
Devine, Kevin Booth, Michael Trask, Marcy, Clemente Rico Tornez, Cotty, Todd Lefurge, Watson Bastos, Lillian Spais, Anne Griffiths, her 
daughter Elle and husband Evan Wagner, and children, Whitney, EJ Harrigan, Barbara Perkins, Charlotte Shales-Clarke, Bernice, Clau-
dia Reynolds, Chase, Ted Schell, Maggie 
 
 
Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church.  
. . . our parish families: 
Monday: Conrad Seifert  
Tuesday:  Wendy Shaffer 
Wednesday: The Sharp Family           
Thursday:  Dick & Barb Shriver  
Friday:  Art Sibley   

. . . those having birthdays this week:  
Sunday:  John Talbott 
Monday:  
Tuesday:   
Wednesday:   
Thursday:   
Friday:   
Saturday:      
 
 
We pray for those who have died: 

All victims of COVID-19; 
All victims of violence 
Mary Liz Droste, 2/14/21 at 101 years 
Alice Menegan Visgilio 

 
 

We pray for an end to all violence and racism. 
 

We pray for all affected by the wild fires on the West Coast.  
We pray for all who have lost homes, lives and employment as a result of Hurricanes.   
We pray for all children in nursery and day care centers, preschools, grade school, middle and high schools, colleges and uni-
versities, their teachers and assistants, and administrative school staff, for a safe and enjoyable school year midst the pan-
demic. 
 
On this day and at this moment, we pray for our nation. We ask God to heal us, to show us the way to healing, to show us the 
way to be one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.  
(Presiding Bishop Curry) 
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of 
this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, 
we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy 
Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of the United States, and to all in authority, wisdom and 
strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their 
calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen



Sunday Worship Rite II            February 21 

Prelude 
 THE WORD OF GOD 

Opening Hymn: Lord, who throughout these forty days  ~ St. Flavian               Hymnal 142 

 

Welcome 

 
   Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
   His mercy endures for ever. 



Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of bondage.  You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."    
Mark 12:29-31 

 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Kyrie 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to 
help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let 
each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



A Reading from Genesis 9:8-17 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic ani-
mals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there 
be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the 
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 25:1-9 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

A Reading from First Peter 3:18-22 
 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a procla-
mation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days 
of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Sequence Hymn: O saving Victim, opening wide ~ Herr Jesu Christ Hymnal 310  

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark    9:2-9 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  Now after John was 
arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Anita Louise Schell 

 



 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                         BCP p. 360 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
We are baptized to lift up, day by day, all the needy world to God.  Let us pray for all who are in need, 
saying:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For the church, that all who have found God’s promise in the waters of baptism may enter gladly into the 
testing time of Lent, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For the church, that the catechumens, called to be ready for Easter baptism, may walk with us these forty 
days and know both Satan’s testing and God’s reign, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For our world, that all living creatures may find goodness on the earth, our home, where life and death 
may both be God’s blessing, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For deliverance, that in the wastelands made by our greed and indifference we may fast from evil and 
grow hungry for justice, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For ourselves in this assembly, that we may strain forward toward Easter, caring for our sick and needy, 
remembering our dead, believing in our every deed the good news, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For all those who have claim to our intercession, we pray:  Have mercy, O Lord. 
 

Here other intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 
 
God of wild beasts and of angels, of waters and wilderness, remember us; remember all whom we re-
member; remember the covenant you made with every living creature for that is our bond with you now 
and forever.  Amen. 

from Intercessions for the Christian People 
edited by Gail Ramshaw 

 
The Peace p. 360 
Announcements 
Offertory Sentence 
Offertory Anthem   

 The Doxology 
 



 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer C                                                                                                       p. 367  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us 
the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and 
with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 
their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna 
in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me."  After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of com-
ing to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace 
of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in 
his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 



Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer p. 364

 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their  

desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them  
from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all.  
     God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of 
     the altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the 
     faithful through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy 
     mysteries, though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be 
     moved by your indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving 
     presence, reshaping in your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last 
     into the fullness of your glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord,  
     Amen.

 

The Post Communion Prayer (said by all) 
     Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members  
    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
    Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us  
    strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
    through Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Blessing 



Hymn:  Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us ~ Dulce carmen                                    Hymnal 559 

Dismissal 

Postlude 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Scripture Reflection:  The wilderness of Lent  

Mark’s Gospel, our focus this year, begins in the wilderness.  “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who 
shall prepare thy way;  the voice of one crying in the wilderness;  Prepare the way of the Lord.” (Mark 1:2). So much is this 
is a wilderness gospel that its opening image is the spectacle of the country of Judea and all Jerusalem going to the wilderness 
to find God. Mark reports, “That all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem,” went out to John in the wilderness 
and were baptized,” including Jesus. 

Upon his baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus begins his ministry in the wilderness. In the language of Mark, the 
Spirit immediately drives him out into the wilderness. He is in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with 
the wild beasts; and the angels wait on him. 

For us too, baptized and ministers of God’s word, we must accept the wilderness as a place of opportunity and to see 
it is a potential place of God's grace, even  when our wildernesses can be scary and uncertain. In the words of Celtic writers, 
the wilderness is a “thin” place where we most closely and fully meet God. Thus we pray for help and strength when the 
wilderness comes to us. 

May you know and keep a holy Lent – in the wilderness, for it is there we meet God most directly and most pro-
foundly. 
 

Mother Anita 
 
Today’s Featured Hymn:  “Lord, who throughout these forty days”    

Claudia Frances Ibotson Hernaman’s hymn, “Lord, who throughout these forty days,” signals the beginning of Lent 
and is often sung during Ash Wednesday services or throughout the season of Lent. Forty is a number with biblical signifi-
cance. It rained for forty days and nights when the earth was overtaken by floodwaters, and Noah waited another forty days 
before opening the window of the ark. Israel wandered in the desert for forty years. Jesus was seen on earth following the res-
urrection for forty days. During the 40 forty days of Lent, we follow Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness. 

Claudia Hernaman (1838-1898) was born in Surrey, England, and died in Brussels, Belgium. She was the daughter 
of an Anglican minister, and she married a minister who also served as a school inspector. Like so many other women hymn 
writers of the nineteenth century, she was devoted to the religious education of children. Toward this end, she wrote 150 
hymns in several collections, some original and some translated from Latin. 

"Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days" appeared first in her Child’s Book of Praise; A Manual for Devotion in 
Simple Verse (1873). It was not included in hymnals, however, until the mid-twentieth century,. It is based on the account of 
the temptation of Jesus found in three Gospels -- Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 and set to the tune named,  “St 
Flavian,” by an anonymous composer originally found in Johns Day’s Psalter of 1562. 
                                                               

Mother Anita 
 

 
 

Tuesday Lenten Program : 50 Day Bible Challenge: The Way of Love–  
Tuesdays  4 pm to 5 pm via Zoom 
Read with us and join in our weekly discussion group in this order:   
 
Feb 23: Read the Turn chapter 
March 2 :Read the Learn Chapter 
March 9: Read the Pray chapter 
March 17: Read the Worship chapter 
March 23 Read the Bless Chapter 
March 30 Read the Go chapter 
 

 




